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history to build
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a stronger future

This exhibition is a snapshot of

the birth of the global cooperative
movement. In the coming months,
this Initiative will evolve to include
other pleces of our collective history.
A booklet with further historical
Information has also been produced
by the ICA to mark its 125th anniversary.

Download the booklet here:
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(4.) Generally to promote the employment of the profits
of productive industry :

DRAFT OUTLINE

or & (6) For removing the conflict of interest now

existing between employers and employed.

PLAN

(&) For permanently ralsing the position of the
employed by the accumulation of the profits allntted

e to them i respect of their work.
(¢) Far promoting the use of the probts thus

ER 11 : \(C [+
L\ 1 hRNAl IONAL r\'LLlA'\("L sccumulated in ways that will mont effectually
oF THE conduce to the well-being of the body of workers by
facilities for edutation, recreation, improved dwellings,
provident provisons for age, sickoess and death, the
ov development of retined and elevating rastes, the care
for infancy and childhood, the reward of invention,

CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION, 1 ke

FRIENDS

MEMBERS.
To be considered at an Inawgural Mecting at the

Crystal Palace, on Monday, August 22nd, 1892,
at 3 p.n.

2. The Alliance shall comprise

(1.) All individuals:

(3.)- All firms, companies, or sotictics, heran calleld
Collective Members, who signify cheir a al of

: pprov.
. the objects, and subscribe wi? Jers, annuvally, than—
OBJECTS.

= | ddlaes | Frasmis ' Shillings | Mark
1. The Objects of the Alliance e (- Individuals | 24c. | 13X l I 1.3
Collective Members; 4378 | 28 0.8
(1.) To bring il:tf H.'I'-'luufl. of mutual hulpl’uhjw» thise ar other eq 1t momcy of the country where the
who are secking in different co s and in v Member realies. or is etablished.
ways o vod the present deplo arfare bet
Capital and Labour, ad 1o vse ik | (3.) Individ who contribut shall be Life
Peace, based on co-partnership of orker, Members,
iy coch country of ¢ l;.ll' : = ,f::‘_h'"lp 3. Members, on payment of their wubscriptions, shall be
working peopic Lo wla “:: o “‘I furnished with cards which shall emtitle them,
goveriing fWorkshopsFand g 0B respectively,—or, in the case of Collective Members,
and um|-1:|:yt:1-| tn blish ) harma such person as s designated as their representative
peafit-sharing arrangoments, fof the time being—to attend all General Meetings of
(33 45" form v Ind s S the Alliance in any Country where it has been formed,
communication petween these C 1S VOTING POWER.
through which they render © other mutual . :
assistance. 4. Every Individusl Member shall have one vote, and

, ‘every Collective Member ane vote, and an additional
© . vote for each or fraction of persons
~ represented up to a total of 10 votes for each such
'ln’ mt

INTERNA S

Draft Outline Plan for an International Alliance of the Friends of Co-operative Production.
Courtesy ICAD ibrary, i
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HALL OF THE SOCIETY OF ARTS,

(IS

Identity is often explained as the
sum of one’s experiences. Today,
~our common cooperative identity is
' representative of the experiences of
more than 100 national movements
from diverse sectors. This reflects
the international character of the
cooperative business model, which
has been nurtured by our universal
values and principles.

8
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This exhibition follows the spirit
of the Chinese saying "“become
familiar with the past in order
to understand the present” and
resonates with this sentiment

captured by Willlam Pascoe
Watkins:

“Social institutions, such as the
International Cooperative Alliance,
which lose sight of their past are
In danger of losing control of their
future.”

Download the booklet here:
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Mr. C. M‘Gregor, jun., was elected treasurer in room of
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. - ial stono of the Benside Homes Ly '-:rg:- \‘I"'.“:u::lu.}' Ll.Iu-|
the rate of £960 per day. N ;;f;;m,ﬁ;g?;%ﬁjmgm} J&E.yamﬁéﬁ
. E ¥ o Unit aking Bociety ; an r. Joho Cam . for
f the various meetings of o b, ol B b ST

iing the nuclens of & trada in thit district prior to opening | moved ‘&

1n] stonce hd

During this 1893 meeting, a motion was
Introduced by Horace Plunkett and it was agreed
to include within the scope of the international
alliance,other forms of cooperation with the
notable mention of cooperative banking which
gained more admirers following the paper on
People’s Bank in Germany by Henry W. Wolff.
Therefore, the meeting agreed to adopt the name
International Cooperative Alliance to represent
the interests of cooperatives across all sectors.
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|ICA office building in London, UK Global office, Geneva, Switzerland (1982). ICA Global Office Building today (2021)

Principles for the 21st Century by lan Macpherson,
published in 1996 by the ICA Communications Department.

The ICA was formally created between 19 to 23 August
1895 in London, and currently works out of its Global
Office in Brussels, Belgium, and through its regional
offices and sectoral organizations spread around the
world.
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¥r. B. Howcroft,
18 Brook Dene Hd.,
UNS{ORTH, Bury,
Lancs.

Approximately 200 persons from 14 countries
participated in the 1st International Cooperative

Congress held at the Hall of the Society of Arts,
London and formed the International Cooperative

Alliance with the following aspirations:

Make known the

cooperators of each
country and their work
to the cooperators of
all other countries by

Establish commercial
relations between the
cooperators of different
countries for their mutual
advantage.

Elucidate by international
discussion and
correspondence on the
nature of true cooperative
principles

Congresses, the publication
of literature, and other

suitable means

Birth of

a NCW

movement —

the international one

Bolton Co-operative Guildswomen Celebrated
their branch’s 21stanniversary in October 1907,
the beehive, symbol of industry

Co-op- the People’s Business by Johnston Birchall and picture research
by Bernard Howcroft. Published in 1994 by Manchester University Press (U.K.)

REPORT

FIRST INTERNATIONAL

CO-OPERATIVE CONGRIESS-
HALL OF THE SOCIETY OF ARTS,

19th, 20th, 22nd, and 23rd AUGUST 1895,

H.b..'...
R ] r b
L =g =Ly g~ _.-:i//
u '\.I_ -._J_F--f 2
g
P 5 KING & 50N, |
12 & 14 KING STREET, WESTMINSTER, 5W,

THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE,
1 SOUTHAMITON ROW, LOXIeN, WO

L
IR TROUCT DN, L

Mr ]J. C. Geay _— wee Aarear Beitain
Mr Evwanl Owex GHREEXING . -
Rt Hom Eanrn GrEv

Miss TOURNIER ... v

Mr ANEUMIN WiILLIAME

Mr Hexgy W, Woiey ..
Commandatore Exes Cavarnst Dby
ONOREVOLE LUK LEzzximn ... -

Mr N, O, NEILSON . v Limimnd Senes

“The Commnuiitee shall have power wntil mest Comgress to il
1o its pumber new members, chosen from among persons whoe are
members of the organisations adhering to the Alliance, or who adher
individoally.®

Asticle &

“The Ceniral Commitvee shall eleci from 1ts own mwnbors an
Enecutive Dureaw, cor vpesed of Chairmar, Depuory Clainnan-.uhbe
may alse act as Treaswrer—and & Secretary.  This Dercas ohall i
in London™

Article 7.
“Thai the following form the Executive Burcau of the Allance :—

EakL GREY, President and Chainman.
H. W, Waorrr, Treasurer.
E. O, Greexixc and |, €. Guay, Hon, Secrerarnies, with
Al WILLIAMS, as Assistant Hen, Secretary”

Article 8.

“The Centra | Comminee shall prepare for, onsl perescne to, 1he
next International Congress, a complete Condtitution fur the Alliance,
embodying the objecis and principles of 1the Alliance 35 defined by
thiede resolutions and upon the follawing lifes i—

I:-:I “The Alliance shall have a Ceatral Commitive which shall
be elecied a1 the nest Imternational Congress, and there-
after shall retire, and be renewe: I by halves at each
Congress. The order of retiring shall be determined an
first by lot, and afieraards by seniorte.  Hetimng
menmbers are re-eligible.”

{#) * Ineach country there shall be a section, or scveral sections,
of the Alliance, and each section shall have a Sectianal
Council.  All co-operative bodies and co-opeiators whe
shall have adhered to the Allance as individuals, within
any section, shall be represented on the Scctional Council.”

() * The Constitution shall deternsine the respective fumections
of the Central Committee and Sectional Councils ; the

Group of ICA Delegates at its 1910 Congress
in Hamburg, Germany, which welcomed
representatives from Japan and India

The Rochdale Society of Equitable

Pioneers and the Share certification:

ICA During War and Peace 1910-1950 by Rita Rhodes.
Published in 1995 for the ICA

The Rochdale Pioneers

'

ROCHDALE, SOCIETY OF EQUITABLE PIONEERS.

Eurolled according to Aets 10 Ged. 1V, and 4 &5 War, [V, : l

CAAOCOT

SHARE CERTIFICATE, No_ /24,

D e - E———

3% INTERNATIONAL COUFERATIVE ALLIANCE.

POV ETEIRISE
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0 g - - 4, . _r " . o i . = -
e, fhe !u;u‘;.'.-a,r}irrff "';,::c'!’fhl r;.r’ e eackdale /;-.rw'.’;.f; ’;?J,"ﬁf‘l":‘?ﬁ' Aeoneels, lﬁﬂ“"{j{ (ﬁlr‘;.{;{
2 - » F -~ & *
thut the Toferts ol the sl Toctcty & cratelocel A <) 1
2 . e ’:P_"', 'fl;f:-. : -'é ’.‘:9"_ s 5 *
— ._.r.j..,r o = A =T 0 ‘.":..}r_"fﬁ".- = PR ﬂ‘-“-f:_rrdr.léf
1 /’ - = ey . P "y . - r v Y . .
o, e _f_r;(' T gt = eired -"'FJ.'R/J:,' riex % ff%ﬂ faﬁt BN A f‘al{ (-, tereteds
{ " ﬁ > :

RESOLUTIONS PEELIMIKARY TO THE PREPARATION OF A
COXETITUTION OF TIHE IXTEENATIOXNAL
C-OFERATIVE ALLIANCE

e S——

Artecie 1,

“An Inermational Co-operaiive Allance is created between the
Assochuiions and peorsons oow or hercafler adbering 1o the woek !
comovenced by the late Vansitiart Neale and his friends ; to promote I‘.* » ?__ ..(:' . {I, / d.,l' il = D )_-l"'
co-operation and prof-shasing is all cheir forms.” e NI ffersr fitnr Cierhiedd 8d v i et o Fhg 2= ¥ o Alres By ", 4

“The Resolutions of the firsl [nternational Co-operative Cangress, =Ea ’ F il / g N ir Setd ‘.
{Lomden, st dgeh v 2yed, pEgs) shall serve as guides B the e
preparatios of Statates for the Allisnce, nrd for s operationi.  Thess | @:l

oy (]

iy IS [T g Gt "-{ - /ﬁ( (
resolutions are as fdlows :— (See pages 34-37.) 1 132 .;.f T .f:J i # f.".a!ﬁ-/a Lt / _;,':_("_"ji f","/_t_ \- _I_j'..,){'z‘__.
*The Alliance does mot interfere with palitics or religicn.” :@ 4= s (F L e B S S LN e L -
. Article 3 _\’ = ‘/ ).l. . - a ' Sletddeed.
“The objects of the Alliance are defined to be :(— }_@ W = 4 =

L%

e
-y
"

(@) ~ Te make knewn ihe éo-opesatons of cach coantry and thew S it / = —
work ta the co-aperaicrs of all oiber countries by coa. ‘@ " r o ~
gresses, the publication of Eicratere, and other suiable s - ’ R /: o
iBea, }@b i [ =— = 7 é - ""#, .5‘::-..'-'(,{;; -
(#) = Toelucsdate byimemational discassion and correipondenis 3 =Py T A T ‘;} }- '
the nature of Iroe co-operative prisciples, 3 S{ nferest, at the rale of' A3, per cent. per annrm, payable guavierly '
(e} *To establish commercial relations between the oo-aperaton =t \ Ry - : . |
of different coantries for their mutual advantage. ¥ N s =14 Eﬁ-—l‘ } 1
Article 4 . s - — . e — . =t LS
M“Tht Alliance will be careful 10 act, as mach as possible, through
the arganisations existing inm the various countries”™ N I —
o Rochdale Pioneers” Share Certificate

*The Provisional Central Commines, created by the resalution of
August igeh, bs comtinued in offioe, with the title of Central Commites,
welil 1he end af the next Congress.”

* The fellewing are the members thereol -—

Mossicar ANDRIMONT ... ... Lelgium.
" MEicHA ... san ams W
Momsiear E, BE Boyve ... .. Frmnoe.
w  Kergawrn
w  CHamLERX RoBERT ... -
Herr Dr Cricer ... . v Germany,

Resolutions preliminary to the preparation of the Constitution of the ICA
ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India),

b INTERRATIUNAL CU-OPERATIVE ALLIANUE

40 IXRTEENATIHINAL Cue-tdPERATIVE MLLEANE]

* Asticle g INTRONULCT N
Uil thie nes Congress the Central Comansttet shall apgeass one APPENDIXY B )
Or oG :_urnu]pumll_lnl-rin cach coupry ¢ amd anay de irr.FI:.::n. o . VISITORS.
fanctlions L L Sipgaer  Lawvaxar lmakia
v Arele 1o, LIST OF DELECATES AND VISITORS TO THE FIksT Veseia - - - v La Oploakea,” Rowe,
Th hall e € [ M i ol CO-0 Sl Ve PARUGEL e T, Ko
“There shall e Congresses wl the AManue 21 omjveils of Baz s gy = Ve e SRS R 1R el
mnre than three years, as the Contoal Coimmiitoe seay sbeteaisnsg INTERNATIORAL FPERATIVE CONGRESS, BELGIUM.
Thuae l‘l.ll!:!r'g.v:", shial] I leeld, as far as [Jras Livalibe, s war s oor thy AUGUST tﬂgsl DELEGATES.
allied countrivs wpnn ERvitanien foom that cuuniry avoepied by i M. #f Mme. CHAEIE: DE
Cennra I Commitwe. The neat Cungross shall be held nesy year” _— Quikes + Federmtion des Mangues Popalalie,
[ 5L Eraraki: 5 - Chamine |Lu|i_.rmmrnr Al Uelge, Pl
“ Cog-operative organisations, and individuals, desiring w aibere FRANCE. M. D'Asominost . . Prisident des Manques Papulsises Bekzen
10 the Allhance may be admitted to acmilserabife S Dy the Cential M. A Miciea - s + Sewrciaire Gidadral de Basgues  Populaloes
Committee until ngst Congress, and (&) thereafier as the Constiction DELEGATES. bielgem.
may determine,” M. CHakLEs Kows) - Socictd de la Panicipation avs Beoclions VISITOR.
" The Alliane includes two classes of Memnbers .— Union Cooperative. M. I JoosTexs « First Secretary, Belgian Legation
(1) ® Qrganisatons whose Delegates bave the mght to speak C‘I‘nm'bu’,:umn..ilununlﬁ.h;m;ulmq.'lcluwl.c:n L]
anal vote at the Comgresses., 98 Produttion. HOLLAND.
(2} “ Persons who adhere indivilually without being Jdeleazed wr{_h de M'I.Iﬁ-ét_i_:l:l.‘l.h L DELEGATES.
w Y Eu{i::r, These have the !i‘ﬂﬂ i s Preseng amild e 3. Paul Hosxei - T :LI de h_ l'l-:bctpllmn_m:l Elnlk:-f' Me PrEsxsosom VollEa - Mouldlestane van ':l-“{ﬂ. Hwlp Carangnhagy
speak at the Congresses. Amy ten of them may al AL le CodTE LE Kovguicsys Union Syndicats des Agricullewrs de France. o D A SLOTEMAK = - . e s,
appoint one of themsclies 1o vote mt any Cos pe Favew i ) y; VISITOR.
Neveriheless, the Presileat, Viee-Peesidents, Honurary M. Coxst Fusse - Syndieat ""ET!"““" Boulegne-sor-Mer, o MrIL S ). Mass - . Netheflands Consul
Presidents, and Members of the Executive Council of the M, M. Buissox + ¢ Assosivtion I'Ouvriers peintres ™ Le Travail”
Cangress of 1895, although anly sdbering as indisiduals, AL JuLks Maxy. . . Secirdde Promgation de Crédit Pepubiee. SWITZERLAND.
shall have the right to vote at the Congressen® M. TogsEsT - - - Sotete Couperative de Production.
M. KegcaLL ' . + Sociéte Ecunomigue Apgricole o DELEGATES.
Article 12. 9 E ol Heer RECTOR ANT - Veew Preadert da Verlasdes Ojscbsgis i
. iy . . . Landw. Gesossrechalton Hunaen,
e bul“’:’:ﬁ“ﬁnl ta the ﬁlh'::‘ L L”_? I““t r‘:nfr““ *}F!I Le a ?IElTDRE:. Ilerr Scumasint STLiNmans  Viee:President  des Verbaindes Owischucs .
ASL 1w ;..m'l jFcY dRman an iadwideal, and a1 least Lo for an M. Vicror DeLaHave - 81 Owmen, Scine, France ; and Loodon. Lamiw, Genossenehafion Heseen
organisatug M. F. 5 Lassasig . - Lasdon
M. le Bakos DE Covrcit - Ambasscudeur de France. SERVIA.
M. C H. Vieraegn . - Paris, DELEGATE.
M. E. V. CLAVERY -« = Consul Supgdcant de France, I/II: MicHary Aveanorircn  Direeror of the Agricubiusal Co-ogerativg Itin
Mase, Ge - Losdeo ol the Dejuastment of 1B D nale, Somepalis
ITALY, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.
VISITOR
DELEGATES. Mr Expes Gyosov - = Iusgary.
Siguor Exea Cavalies!l - Asssclaziosie fra la Banche Popolari, Rowe. .
Sigoor ChasLes GoeTzioy - Unigne Cooperativa, Miln. DENMARE.
Signor EUGENIO BENAZZOLE Da. do, dia DELEGATE.
S%T( GivserrE CRocE - Lega Nasionale delle Cooperative Dnaliune, e Mamarn Fasex - - Damish Comssl.
! Cooperativa Guantai, Milan, VISITOR.
} Cooperativa Aste Dogate, Milan liere Coust AHUEFELLT
- Cooperativa Lvei Contadini, Cremona Lavevic -« - Dasish Legation,

‘- Cooperativa Ghiaroli Carettieri, Crensuna,
Cooperativa Consultativa, Cremona,
Sigmar Caxtw Perleeas: - Undone Cooperativa, Milan.

The International
Cooperative Congress
adopted 14 resolutions
including the creation

of the Alliance which
elaborated the preparation
of a constitution of the
ICA. Delegates decided to
meet again for the second
Congress in the late
autumn 28 — 31 October
in Paris (France) by which
they intended to mark
further progress in the work
of collecting information
and bringing together in
mutual helpfulness the
co-operators of all nations.
The subsequent years
withessed the organic
development of the ICA
as one of the most well
represented international
non-governmental
organisations, among the
the first to receive the
consultative status with
the United Nations and

a true global voice for
cooperatives.

List of Delegates

to the first international Congress

o INTERNATIONAL CUSOFERATIVE ALLIANCE
ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India),

, RUSSIA
VISITOR,
= Lundon Cunespondent of The Mmoo (3t
llllll Ly Lopdon,

Mr 8. ). Ksiorowy -

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

DELEGATES.
Dy LokisER . . v Tremund Temple, Baiton,
J- B Aviex . . - American Egonomic Assockation, Geargoown,
Terai.
M. 0, NEwsox - . +  Neloa Manubctariog Co., 5t Louis, Miss.
VISITORS.
Jorx HolLaxper - + " Juhes Hepkine ™ Usiverdty, Hallimuee.
W, M. C. STEVExSON - - P .
E W, Osuway, - . + Mew York.
CHAL ZEURLIS - - - Chissgo.
I. F. Putsam - v = New Yok,
AUSTRALIA
DELEGATE.
Fraxces H. Sxow, LP.  « Adelaide,
INDIA
DELEGATE.
U"ﬁ:nﬂ'\-n MExe® - - Cellepe of Apricabure, Madras,
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.
DELEGATE.
Rev., W, C. KHys . = habun, Arpenline

ENGLAND.
DELEGATES, ADHERENTS AND VISITORS

Baghi Hoa Daws uiney Teternsirnal Coaperatine Adlianas
Right Moa Earl Stamronn Viee-Dresident, Labour Assovanies
The COUNTESS OF STAMFOED

Hoa T. A Huassey - + Internztkmal Co-cgerative Alliance.

v Hnn.H Iriﬂ“u Frusker?, Irish Ageeubiveal Ovpanisaibon Sowmry.
F. A Cuaxxivg, MLF, »  Imternational Co-cpurative Alliance,
Tuosas Brer, MY - + Inserastzans] Co sgurative Alluner,

J- M. Lo Hun, Legal Aalviver, Laleur Asssciz:
GEokuE L Chairmean, Sk Mutbupols s L
Grorce Howgy Tatwonational Coajmasl limmg
Prolewsor Savcwies . - Internatiunsl Co wjaeatinve Allianec.

F. Hanpres, | Marth-West Section Covarrastive L
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(( | am distressed to see you so restrained, so modest
igi;';';', and so prudent. With your 70 million cooperators to
the ICA you represent a force and influence which
Jjustify you in speaking with no uncertain voice -

il whether it concerns the economic crisis or the struggle
2y for peace and disarmament. ))
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Albert Thomas, the long standing member of the ICA Central Committee

-.-.-u-»-. S A A A S A A A R A A A AR S A A and the First Director of the International Labour Organization said this
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to the ICA in 1931 I

iViilestones
In shaping
our identity

Cooperative principles revisited

The 15th Congress in Paris in 1937
discussed a detailed report on the application
of the Rochdale Principles as well as the
principle of neutrality of cooperatives in
politics and religion. It also reflected on the

‘works of solidarity and of education’ where N s
the ICA, noted the importance of indivisible '
collective reserves which according to the

International Committee of inter-cooperative relations presided

by Albert Thomas first DG of the ILO

Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)

INTERNATIONAL
CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE,

14, GREAT SMITH i'I'I.EE'l_

REPORT
PROGEEDINGS

Fifteenth Congrs:ss of the
International Co-operative

Alliance =
s INRAR

view of Philipe Buchez and Friedrich Wilhelm
Raiffeisen constituted a collective heritage and
guarantees the continuity of cooperatives from
one generation to another (Report of the 15th
World Cooperative Congress). _ :

LONTHON

1937

which elaborated on the
following key aspects of the

The 23rd Congress in
Vienna in 1966 witnessed

the participation of 528
delegates and approved
the recommendations
and conclusions of the
Principles Commission
comprised of members

cooperative business model
— Voluntary membership;
democratic management by
members, limited returns on
capital; surplus and savings;
education; promotion of

ICA Congress at Vienna (Austria) which adopted the resolution welcoming I nd

the report of the Commission on Cooperative Principles (1966).
Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)

Ame

23rd Congress of the 1.C A, welcomes the report of the Commission on
ples as mecting the specification required by resolution at the 22nd

that, while there can be differences of opinion as to emphasis or
ﬁp.iﬁ-:-m statement of cooperativ ¢ principles in 2 modem setting. ' can make
ves the Recommendations and Conclusions made by the Principles
ows:

ip of a cooperative society should be voluntary and available without
rtificial restriction o ym:l lelI:‘l] r religious discrimination, to all persons

l.'h can make uu{m services and are willing to accept the responsibilities of
v memheuhlp

to arsociale

C

Caopcnum:mmd:mmﬁ:mpmumﬂulrﬂlmhouldbc cooperative is
admi istered by persons elected or appointed in a manner agreed by the members
and accountable to them. Members of primary societics should enjoy equal rights of
voting (onc member, one v ote) an dpl.mcpatm mdmmmlﬁnﬂmg their I':H: ctics,

from the UK, USSR,

The zgrd Inrernationaf (:nlgrr baring ¢ considered the comclurions of the Commisiion on
Resolution Principles ereated in accordance o ath the resolution adopted by the Howrnemaueh Congress, asserts
h the Rochdale practices and principles stated below should continue to be considered as essential
fo genuing and ¢ffective cooperafive practice both at the present time and in the fuiure as far ar that
can be foresecn,
1. Membership of a cooperative society should be wolunt uyindnvtlhhlc without
artificial restriction or any social, political or religious discrimination, to all persons who

Howpever, any cooperative sociely is free to aivert its preference for o Mmdnrﬂfwﬂ.r:&afar
Mda e fo membership fo decide if thir stands in the may of its effective affiliation.

smioms, public fnstitutions), the distribution of woler may fa
importonce of tath atsociation and the interest shown By each of them in the acitvity of the cooperative.

best interests of members
at local, national and
International levels. The
Congress discussed the
strengthening relationship
of the ICA with the United

Nations.

la, USA, and Germany,

ndment by: 5.G.C., Belgium

wse of it uu:tsmducwd]lgm accept the responsibilities of membership,

itself temporarsly or permanenmtly with a political party; inm such cases, it i for the

mne:ucueuesmdtmw:morgmnm Their affairs should be admin

e
hmdm{rb«;p:mm elected or appointed in a manner agreed by ¢ hs!membcr! d
accountable 1o them. Mml:-crsofp-rmrv societies should enjoy equal rights of voung
(one mml:u- onec vote) and participation in decisions affecting their societies, ﬂ’.ﬁm

is made u up of associations which themseives are mecessarily democratic (cooperatives, frade
take into considerativn the mumericel

In other than ptlml-r}' societies t he administration should be conducted on a 3. Share capital thould only receive a strictly limited rate of interese, if any.
de muculcbu s in 2 suitable form. 4. Swrplus, if any, thould be dirtributed in rueh manner at would avoid one member paining ot the
: hers.
3. Sharempwlthwldmﬂy receive a strictly limited rate of interest, if any. expense of of
- Th

4. Surplus or savings, if any, arising out of the operations of a society belong to - 'Ega;r? don fbf 3:: 'impmr the I'mhm::u: Eul}c:: A
th: members of that society and should be distributed in such manner as would b. By pro memn n sery -

oid one member gaining at the expense of others. . B diss b s hc thei . vitl
Th may hdwhydwmnofth:mmhnnﬁoﬂmt = h’r 5“ } ARGt e mP’“P“ i, sty ith

a. By provision for development of the business of the Cooperative;

b. By prm ion of common services; or :
¢. By distribution among the members in proportion to their transactions with
5. All cooperative societies should make provision for the education of their 6. *"'ﬂ
members, officers, and employees and of the general public, in the principles and

technigues of Cooperation, both economic and democratic.

6 All cooperativ crrgi.m:u n:m:mi: to best serv rhum:m:sufhz
members and their communitics should activels ¥ COOPETate in cvery practical way

npera

with other cooperatives at ImLm n.dndmrm lﬂ]k‘i’d

Congress authorises the Central Committee and its Executive to take note of the eferative
decisions of the Congress on the report of the LC.A. Commiuiun on Cooperative €. To abus c.r Srom distributing the reserves during the existence of the sociedy ; and,
Principles at the 23rd Congress in Vienna and arising therefrom to make such recommend- d. In case of dissolution of & seciety, to tramgfer the nes assets fo anither cooperative or 2
ations for changes in the rules of the I.C.A. as may be considered necessary for the next monprafitable inriiiution.
Congress. Congress authorises the Central Committee and its Executive to take note of the
decisions of the Congress on the Report of the 1.C.A. Commission on Cooperative
Amendment by: KK and YOL, Finland Principles at the 23rd Congress in Vienna and arising therefrom to make such recom-
Delete entire Central Committee proposal and substitute: mendations for changes in the Rules of the 1.C.A. as may be considered necessary for

The 23rd Comgress of the [.C. A,
Considers that the Repors of the Commirtion on Coaperative Principler giver a goed survey of
rhe praciices in different cosntries and different économic syitems, and offers a pery good basis for

discasrions; Amendment by: Lega Mazionale delle Cooperative, Italy.
At the end of sub-paragraph 3 add the following:

"The reserves shall not be subject to distribution. In the ¢
dissolved, its asscis h.tlll:r:hmddm other society or to so mdj nterested organisa-
tion wkhgf the common good."

Ragw ¢ the Central Commritiee fo ¢ nm:hmmmmmmrhpphﬂhqfﬂt
national member Organisations of the 1.C..A on the Repors and Proposals of the Commission;

Arks the Central Committee .H consider the proporali of the mational cosperative Organita-
tions and thore of the Commission ot o meeting preceding the 2gth Congress and to sbmit iti
epimion fo the Comgress;

Reguerts the Central Committee 1o imclude in vhe Agends of the 2g0h Congress of the 1.0 A.
consideration of principles for the activity of the Cooperative Movement. 184

Congress at Vienna (Austria) which adopted the resolution welcoming the report of the Commission on Cooperative Principles

Courtesy: ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)

Basic values exam

The 29th Congress in Stockholm in
1988 heard a report on Cooperatives
and Basic Values presented by ICA
President Lars Marcus who identified
the following values as having an
importance bearing on cooperative
development for then and for the
future : Self-help (activity, creativity,
responsibility, independence); mutual-
help (cooperation, unity, collective-
action, solidarity, peace); non-profit
iInterest; democracy and participation;
voluntary efforts, universal values of
openness and global perspectives;
education; purposefulness including
benefit to members. Continuing its
reporting on the activities of the ICA

. All cooperative societies should make prav
officers, and employees m:l of the general prub! in the principles and techniques of
the Society. CNPtﬂ!lm1hothcmnonuc andd mmmmmmmm

erativ
and thei communities h.cluld t ]y 'DOP'.‘I

T ﬂ'wprrnm.radmpm fives .!uwm"m awry: =
3. To facilitate the participation of members i dmm fe managemeni, through wide
informa m.-r.n.d'pau.-.bh ies of ex .&mmq‘m
b. To aim a .fbr.iuaffmm-n fmn#rrhjnd’pdr ieipation in fhe aitivitics of tbe co-

the next Congress.

n for the education of thei rn:ml:ﬂ:r:

organisations, in order b-csn: ¢ the interests of their members

r:.' practical way n‘:th other co-
at local, national and international ]-nrtl

¥ President of France

B Giscard d’Estaing

%> welcoming delegates
" to 1976 Paris ICA

nt of a socicty being

Cooperators bearing the rainbow flag of cooperation in Finland

ined

with the United Nations, the
Congress adopted a resolution
with special emphasis on
youth and the participation

of cooperatives in UN Youth
Year 1985. Further, it appeals
to support the United Nations
International Children’s Fund
Immunization campaign
which resulted in generous
contributions by industrialized
countries for vaccinations

to various other countries
iIncluding those that were then
less developed.

Farewell reception for the participants of the 29th ICA Congress in 1988 at the City Hall, Stockholm —

the venue of the Nobel Prize dinners
Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)
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Sustainable Development

and concern for community

become part of the
Cooperative Identity

The evolution of the Cooperative Principles

1. Open Membership 1. Open Membership

2. Democratic Control 2. Democratic Control

3. Distribution of Surplus

in proportion to trade to business done

operators marking the 1983 International

Coo
Cooperative Day

4. Limited interest
on capital

4. Payment of limited
interest on capital

5. Political and

religious neutrality neutrality

6. Cash trading 6. Cash trading

4 mandatory principles
Practices and 3 non mandatory
1844, 1845 and 1854 ones in 1937

3. Dividend paid according

5. Political and religious

1995

05 g
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6 principles 7 principles
in 1966 in 1995
A, *i r"_ ‘

1. Voluntary membership | 1. Voluntary & open
membership

2. Democratic
member control

2. Democracy

3. Member economic
participation

3. Limited interest
on share capital

Limited interest on capital, distribution
of surplus, contribution to capital, common

property of capital.

4. Distribution of surplus
[included in voluntary membership]

4. Autonomy and
Independence

5. Provision for education | 5. Education, training

and information

6. Cooperation among
cooperatives

6. Cooperation among
cooperatives

Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundland
at the 150th Anniversary of the Rochdale Cooperative Society

7. Promotion of education | 7. Promotion of education

7. Concern for Community

(1994) and at the ICA Conference Kuala Lumpur (2017)

Women cooperators manifesting their pride
in the Kenyan cooperative movement

The Tokyo Congress, 1992 and the
Manchester “Centennial” Congress,

1995 marked decisive moments in the
history of cooperatives because of

the resolutions adopted on integrating
sustainable development within the nature
of cooperatives represented by the ICA.

The 1992 Congress discussed the subject
of the Environment and

Sustainable Development while taking
serious note for concrete actions to
safeguard the planet against environmental
problems such as extinction of species,
iIndustrial pollution, slash and burn
techniques, droughts, deforestation,
among others. Following the theme of the

1988 Hamburg

Congress, the 1992 Tokyo Congress
received a report titled “Co-operative
Values in a Changing World” which was
presented by Sven Ake Book of Sweden.

The Congress, based on its experiences
of recent decades and with respect to the
possibility of more ambitious revision,
recommended two types of principles —

The basic cooperative principles which are
based on basic values to capture explicitly
the universal essence of cooperation and
are eternally placed, and second, the basic
cooperative practices (or Rules) which
should be related to different sectors and
should concretely express the essential
practice and rules for cooperative activity.
It also discussed the possibility of an
International Year of Cooperatives to mark
the centenary of the ICA in 1995. The 1995
Congress in Manchester received a clear
statement of Cooperative Identity which
was presented by Prof. lan Macpherson of
the University of Victoria (Canada). While
the statement reflected the traditions,
activities and ideology of the first hundred
years of the ICA, it was intended to

assist the ICA as the second century of
International cooperation began.

Download the booklet here:




GContributions from national

cooperative movements

to mark the 125 anniversary

of the ICA

Argentina

Austria

El Hogar Obrero Cooperative, founded in 1905. First non-
European entity to be accepted as a member of the ICA (1910).
(1913) First collective housing built by the cooperative.

Photo: Archivo Historico del Cooperativismo Argentino/ EHO.

Progreso Agricola. El Progreso Agricola (Pigué, Buenos Aires),
founded in 1898.

Photo: Archivo Histérico del Cooperativismo Argentino / Museo Histérico Pigué.

Reverendo William Casnodyn Rhys director

of Cooperativa del Valle del Rio Chubut
represented Argentina in the founding Congress
of the International Cooperative Alliance in
1895. The first cooperative experiences in

the country were in the last decades of the
19th century, and were linked to European
Immigrants who contributed not only to

work techniques and procedures, but also
cooperative traditions and organisations. There
were approximately 60 cooperatives in the

late 19th century that were faced with similar
discussions as were taking place at the time In
Europe.

Canada

Portrait d’Alphonse Desjardins, A.R. Roy, vers 1890
Caisse populaire Desjardins de Maria, 1909

Caisse populaire Desjardins de Saint-Jéerome (Métabetchouan),
année inconnue

Archives du Mouvement Desjardins

M/s F.s. Simms & Co Profit Sharing
Brushmakers, M/s T.W. Bushill & Songs Profit-
sharing manufacturing stationers, and the WM
Davies Co. Ltd. Profit sharing bacon curers
were the adherents to the ICA previous to

the meeting of the first Congress. The 1st

ICA Congress noted the flourishing purchase
of cheese by French wholesale cooperative
societies from cooperative factories in Canada
and the United States.

Finland

Prof. Hannes Gebhard and
Mrs. Hedvig Gebhard are
hailed as the father and
the mother of the Finnish
cooperative movement.
Hannes was the founder
and chairman of the Board
of Pellervo. Hedvig was
one of the first women
members in the Parliament
of Finland since 1907. At
that time Finland was an
autonomous part of the
Russian Empire (Grand Principality of Finland)
and got its independence in 1917. Hannes
and Hedvig Gebhard were travelling abroad
studying the cooperative business models in
Germany, UK and France. Those relationships
and connections may have been the reason for
Pellervo to join to the International Cooperative
Alliance so early as 1902.

France

President of France Giscard d’Estaing welcoming delegates
to 1976 Paris ICA Congress.

Courtesy: Cooperative Heritage Trust

France sent a delegation of 14 persons to
the 1st international Congress. The success
of the 1889 French Congress in bringing
visitors from various countries in Europe is
seen as a concrete step towards the birth of
the international cooperative movement. The
1st Congress noted that it was Louis Blanc
who first made the term “solidarity” familiar,
and it also noted France as the fertile land of
iIdeas. Successful examples of cooperation,
particularly workers, and production
cooperatives were shared. The 2nd, 4th, 15th,
19th and 26th editions of the ICA Congress
were held in Paris, France.

Post war reconstruction-cooperative housing estate set up by
refugees near Linz in 1953

A large part of the journey towards the creation
of the International Cooperative Alliance was
based on the mutual correspondence, travels
and exchanges among cooperators of different
countries, mainly in Europe. Cooperators of the
erstwhile Austro-Hungarian empire played a
crucial role in maintaining meaningful contacts
with cooperators from “abroad”, particularly in
and after the 1870s, 20 years after the founding
of the first credit cooperative in Klagenfurt

In 1851. Detailed accounts concerning
cooperatives in Austria and Hungary were
received by the 1st Congress.

Women spinning thread under the logo Gung-Ho

As field secretary Rewi Alley regularly travelled thousands
of kilometres, often by hitch-hiking or bicycle.

Courtesy: New Zealand China Friendship Society and www.Worldoforigins.org

Gung Ho is the slogan and nickname of the
International Committee for the Promotion of
Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, a project
founded by Rewi Alley to foster genuine
democratic cooperatives in various parts of
China. The New Zealand China Friendship
Society supports this movement both materially
and morally as one of our major projects.

The Chinese name for “China Industrial
Cooperatives” was Zhongguo Gongye
Hezhoushe. This was abbreviated as Gong
He (the first characters for the two words for
“Industrial Cooperatives™), or “Gung Ho”, as

it was then written. In 1938, Rewi Alley, Peg
and Edgar Snow, and some other friends in
Shanghai together set up an International
Committee for the Promotion of Chinese
Industrial Cooperatives. At that time, the
Japanese invaders had already captured most
of China’s industrial cities and looked to occupy
all of China in the near future.

Germany

Central office of the Volksbank Weiden (1940). Due to numerous
mergers, the bank is today called Volksbank Raiffeisenbank
Nordoberpfalz eG.

Photographer/Copyright: GIZ Berlin

Raiffeisen inspired many pioneers who set up banks or credit
unions at the beginning of the 20th century. He created the first
credit union in 1862 and went on to inspire many.

Cooperative History Institute (Stiftung GIZ « Genossenschaftshistorisches Informationszentrum

A publication on the People’s banks in Germany
prompted cooperators in the early 1890s to
extend the scope of the ICA to the banking
sector. The German delegation could not
participate in the 1st Congress due to the dates
which clashed with the German Cooperative
Congress. The 8th, 24th and the 28th editions
of the ICA Congresses were held in Germany in
1910, 1969 and 1984 respectively.
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Belgium

The 1st International Cooperative Congress
was attended by 5 Belgians including Mr. &
Mrs. Charles De Queker of the Federation des
Banques Populaires. The success of people’s
banks, particularly the 1st such bank in Liege
iIn 1869, and their benefits to agriculturists was
noted by the Congress. It also noted the law did
not recognize cooperatives until 1873 when the
repeated appeals from the Belgian Federation
of People’s Banks, helped stimulate further the

cooperative movement in the country. The 11th
ICA Congress 1924 was held in Ghent.

Czech Republlc

1st Cooperative Act, First Headquarters, Act No. 70 of the Imperial
Code of 1873 on Communities for the Promotion of Trade and
Economy.

House in Stasov, where one of the first consumer cooperatives in
the territory of the Czech Republic - Bee Cooperative was founded
in 1905.

The 1st Congress of the ICA noted the
presence of 10 Industrial Productive Societies
that used Czech as their business language
and identified a Czech federation of credit
cooperatives and a Slav Cooperative union of
credit associations. The Congress also noted
the existence of certain cooperatives that
promoted Czech literature and drama. The 17th
ICA Congress was held in Prague in 1948.

Read the complete
testimonies sent
by our members
and friends
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Early days of IFFCO which recently marked its 50th anniversary.

Dr Pranab Mukherjee, the 13th President of the Republic of India
presided over the 16th National Cooperative Congress in 2013.
Seen also, Dame Pauline Green the then president of ICA and Mr.
Sharad Pawar, the then Minister of Agriculture.

The Indian delegation at the 1st ICA Congress
was represented by Mr. Krishna Menon, a
student at the College of Agriculture, Madras
who was introduced as another evidence of
the international character of the congress.

Mr. Menon pointed out that labour in India,
particularly agricultural labour, was not fairly
remunerated because of the alteration brought
In by the administrative rules by the British
Indian government to the system of profit-
sharing with landowners and community
participation. He urged the congress to

make widely known the principles it was
advocating and the advantages and benefits of
cooperation. Dadabhoy Naoroji, the first Indian
to have been elected to the House of Commons
In the UK was an adherent to the 1st Congress.
India has a tradition of convening its national
cooperative congresses that take place once
every five years
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Bulgaria

Original seal of the first cooperative society in Bulgaria, 1890,
Mirkovo, Sofia District.

Headquarters of CCU, Bulgaria: The Central Cooperative
Union unites, protects, and represents the interests of 115 000
cooperative members, 27 cooperative unions, 673 cooperative
societies and 5000 employees.

The first Bulgarian cooperative society —
Agricultural Savings Society «Oralo» - was
established in Mirkovo Village, Sofia District

iIn 1890 by the revival Bulgarian leaders Todor
Yonchev and Todor Vlaykov. In 1902 the
Bulgarian cooperative movement became

one of the first members of the International
Cooperative Alliance. The Central Cooperative
Union was founded in 1947 at the initiative of
eight branch cooperative unions.

Colombia

The emblematic photo of Colonel Pinzén
signing the act of constitution of Ascoop takes
us back 60 years to 6 August 1960, when 105
cooperators met in Cali to create the Colombian
Association of Cooperatives, convinced of

how much a country with so much inequality,
Inequity and marginality needed cooperativism.

Cinisello Balsamo bricklayers (1910).

Big party for the inauguration of the Fontanone Hydroelectric
Plant, the development engine of the Alto But in Friuli, Italy (1913).

Representatives of Confcooperative met President of the Italian
Republic Luigi Einaudi in 1950, the advocate of Article 45

of the Italian Constitution, which recognizes the social function
of cooperatives. There were three national organizations in Italy:
AGCI, Confcooperative, and Legacoop until 2020, they merged
into one named the ltalian Cooperative Alliance in 2021.

The «Filippo Corridoni» port company, active since 1930,
operates mainly in the ports of Olbia and Golfo Aranci, in Sardinia

Courtesy: Alleanza Cooperative Italiane

Five cooperators and two journalists from
Rome, Milan and Cremona participated in the
1st ICA Congress in London. Mr. Enea Cavalieri
led the delegation and conveyed ltaly’s support
to convening regular international congresses.
The successful example of cooperation among
workmen’s associations, and the working

of cooperative banks was discussed at the
Congress. The 7th ICA Congress 1907 was
held in Cremona.




Approximately 200 persons from 14 countries participated
In the 1st International Cooperative Congress and formed
the International Cooperative Alliance.

The ICA marked its 125th anniversary in 2020 and in the run

up to the 33rd World Cooperative Congress, we are sharing thematic
contributions by members of the ICA some of whom were represented
during its creation in 1895.
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A bandwagon promoting the enactment of the Co-op Law, which in
1948 gave the Japanese consumer co-op movement an important
foothold.

A scene from a cookery course in the 1950s.

In the early 1980s, there were widespread calls from retailers
to regulate consumer cooperatives. JCCU organised a number
of rallies and collected petition signatures to oppose unfair
regulations.

Courtesy: Japan Consumers Cooperative Union

Japan has been on the forefront of promoting
cooperatives in Asia and Pacific for several
decades. Strong cooperatives ply in sectors
such as agriculture, consumer and health,
insurance, among others. Japanese
cooperatives are among the pioneers who
developed students-led cooperatives in the
AP region. The 30th ICA Congress in Tokyo
was a milestone for the ICA in more than one
way. It was the first time the world cooperative
Congress was convened in Asia, and an
important event in history for the ICA pursuit of
sustainable development gained momentum
here, which eventually led to the formulation
and addition of the 7th cooperative principle
on Concern for the Community - Cooperative
work for the sustainable development of their
communities through policies approved by their
members.

ICA Congress in 1980 Moscow.

lI-nd All-Union Bookselling Conference of Consumer Cooperation
(1928).
Zaraisk factory of Centrosoyuz. Sewing department (1918).

M. de Keussler of St. Petersburg was one of
the Honorary President of the 1st International
Cooperative Congress, and S.J. Rapoport,
London correspondent of The Novosti attended
the 1st International Congress. J.C. Gray

of the Cooperative Union of Great Britain
informed the Congress of the “bravery of
Russian hopefulness” while referring to Russia.
Representatives of the Russian cooperation,
who attended the first ICA congresses, were
highly interested in foreign cooperation and
thoroughly learned its experience, as key types
of cooperatives in Russia were originally based
on the models of Rochdale, Schulze-Delitzsch
and Raiffeisen. The 27th ICA Congress in 1980
was held in Moscow.
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Former Boerenleenbank and mobile Raiffeisen branch.
The apex is Rabobank Nederland (merger between RAiffeisen
and BOerenleenbanken in 1972).

Three persons from Holland participated in

the first Congress including representatives of
Hoofdbestune van Eigen Hulp Gravenhage.
Dutch cooperators were part of the annual
meeting that coined the proposed name of the
ICA as such in 1893. The 1st Congress noted
the success of Dutch agriculture and remarked
at the work of M.A. Kerdyle a Dutch cooperator
and later member of the Dutch parliament.
Noteworthy is the Congress’s notig of Eigenhulp
or self-help of cooperative unions formed in the
Netherlands in the 19th century.
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Current offices of the ICA Africa (2021).

The ICA Africa is currently seated in Nairobi,
Kenya and represents 39 member organizations
from 23 countries (2021). The cooperative
method, which by the early 1900s proved so
valuable to Europeans, the Americas and Asia,
had also permeated through to Africa in as early
as 1908 when the Lumbwa cooperative society.
By the 1920s, two major national bodies
functioned - the Kenyan Farmers Cooperative
Association and the National Creameries
Cooperative. The advent of the first cooperative
ordinance in 1931 The period from 1931 to
1969 witnessed the registration of close to
2000 cooperatives in Kenya. The colonial policy
of growing cash crops following the Swynnerton
Plan was influential in the surge in numbers,
and just as seen in many countries in erstwhile
colonies, cooperatives and cooperators played
an important role in securing self-rule and
Independence of their nations.

Stockholm Congress 1957.

Courtesy of Cooperative Heritage Trust.

HSB Hyresgasternas
sparkasse - och
byggnadsforening; «the
Savings and Construction
Association of the Tenants»

From the workplace
in KV Fatet

= Sweden has played
' a leadership role par-

excellence in the ICA.
Among its many contributions, including hosting
the ICA Congresses in 1927, 1957 and 1988 in
Stockholm, the Swedish cooperative movement
were among the pioneers who took work of the
|ICA to other parts of the world, notably, with
their support and leadership in developing the
|CA Regional Office and Education Center for
South East Asia (later ICA Asia and Pacific)
following missions at the time by Dr. G. Keller.

Read the complete
testimonies sent
by our members
and friends

The Philippines
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SPECC co-founded the
Mational Confederation of Cooperatives (NATCCO)
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The travels of Dr. Jose P. Rizal and Gov.
Teodoro Sandiko to Europe in the 19th century
helped the cooperative idea traverse the Pacific
and reach the Philippines in the late 19th and
early 20th century. Teodoro Sandiko, then
governor of Bulacan, prepared a bill patterned
after the Raiffeisen type of credit union and had
Rep. Albert Barreto of Zambales sponsored

the bill in the lower House of Congress where

it was supported unanimously. The bill failed

to become law as the Philippines Commission
turned it down. The bill was later presented in
both Houses was finally passed into law on
February 11, 1914 and became Act 2508. When
this Act was finally made into law, Gov. Sandiko
earned the title, Father of Cooperation in this
country.

“The House under the Eagles”, constructed in 1913-1917 as the
seat of the Bank of Cooperative Societies, was one of the few
buildings in the centre of Warsaw to survive World War Il. (1920s).

Stanistaw Wojciechowski (1869-1953), co-founder of the
consumer cooperatives, cooperative historian and researcher.
In 1922-1926 he was the second President of the independent
Republic of Poland.

Students’ cooperative “Sita” (Strength) in Draganowka (Eastern
Poland, 1930).

Author: Dr. Adam Piechowski National Cooperative Council

The first Polish cooperative, or rather an
organised form of economic cooperation
resembling modern cooperatives, is considered
to be the Hrubieszow Agricultural Society for
Common Rescue in Misfortunes, founded

in 1816 by Stanistaw Staszic. Regular
cooperatives appeared half a century later.
Among the oldest ones were: cooperative bank
under the name Loan Society for Industrialists
of the City of Poznan (1861), on the area of

the German partition, based on the model of H.
Schulze-Delitzsch’s; Rochdale-type consumers’
cooperative «Merkury» (1869) in Warsaw, on
the Russian partition; and from the Austrian
partition a cooperative bank in Brzezany (1864 ).
The 25th ICA Congress in 1972 was held in
Poland.
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The first cooperative of the MONDRAGON Corporation - ULGOR
Early MONDRAGON cooperators on a visit to Brussels

The 1%t Congress received a report on the
cooperative movement in Spain by Joaquin
Diaz de Rabago, Directeur de Banco de
Espana and honorary vice president of the
Congress, where the Congress noted, among
other things, the existence of La Union Obrera
Balear whose objectives were the mutual
association of workers, the creation of provident
funds, the establishment of production and
distribution societies, as well as schools
Including medical clubs and the establishment
of Montepios for needy workmen, creation of
credit banks and the foundation of asylums
and orphans. The Congress also noted the
existence of cooperatives whose object was
not economic, such as La Cooperativa de
Parcent in Alicante founded in 1892. Spain is
also home to the MONDRAGON Corporation
based in the Basque country. It was founded in
the town of Mondragon in 1956 by José Maria
Arizmendiarrieta and a group of his students at
a technical college he founded. Its first product
was paraffin heaters.
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Bournemouth Congress (1963).

Courtesy of the Cooperative Heritage Trust

The British Cooperative movement has

had many contributions to the cooperatives
worldwide. Often considered as the cradle
of cooperation, the work and commitment of
cooperators from Rochdale and the whole
of Britain, in the internationalisation of the
cooperative movement has been remarkable.
Not only did the 1%t international cooperative
Congress take place here, the centennial
Congress was also celebrated in the UK in
1995 which gave us the ICA Statement on
the Cooperative Identity. In total, the UK has
hosted 5 of the 32 International Cooperative
Congresses hosted thus far.
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Pioneers of the Agricultural Cooperative in the 1960’s.

Courtesy of the NH Economic Research Institute

Pioneers were the activists who contributed to
the settlement of the agricultural cooperative
movement by promoting village cooperatives
In the rural area during the early period. They
concentrated in emphasizing the necessity of
‘agricultural cooperative’ among poor farmers
in order to enlighten them for improvement

of lives and farming. The federation provided
bicycles to these agents to be used for on-site
education.

The National Agricultural Cooperative
Federation (NACF) launched a new vision for
2020-2025, in order to actively adapt to the
rapidly changing environments and to build a
foundation on which agriculture, rural area and
farmer may achieve sustainable growth.

The vision, ‘100 years, Together with
Nonghyup,’ pictures a future where agriculture
and farmers are respected and rural area
becomes the hope for the society.

Inauguration of the «Freidorf», a model housing cooperative
for collaborators of consumer cooperatives and affiliated
organisations, 1921 during the ICA congress at Basel”
photos by Th. Hoffmann, Basel.

Picture credits: StABL, PA6438 (State archives Baselland)

Swiss cooperators Herr Rector ABT, Vice
president of Verbandes Ostchweiz Landw.
Genossenchaften Bunzen, and Herr. Schramli
Steinmann attended the first ICA Congress
where the Swiss examples of democracy and
referendums were hailed. Switzerland was
among the few countries that actively pursued
the creation of an international alliance in

the 1870s. The 10th, 16th, and the 21st ICA
Congresses were held in Switzerland in Basel
(1921), Zurich (1946), and Lausanne (1960)
respectively.

USA
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Records of the Rural Electrification Administration,
Record Group 221; National Archives at College Park, MD.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/OWI
Collection.

Eight persons from the USA attended the 15t
International Cooperative Congress, including
John Hollander from John Hopkins University,
Baltimore. Mr. Dana Horton was among

those who called on for the 1st international
congregation of cooperatives in 1894.

The Congress noted the publication of the 1888
book titled “Co-operation in the United States”
by John Hopkins Press and the existence

of among other cooperatives with sizeable
membership, the Johnson County Cooperative
with a capital of USD 100,000 and a surplus
fund of USD 28,000.




